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twice over; the like never seen for splendour, for' (rather copious on this sublimity)—' After which we played Some Sauvte' (my Anti-Crebillon masterpiece), 'in a pretty little Theatre, which I have got constructed in the Princess Amelia's Antechamber. I, who speak to you, I played Cicero.' Yes; and was manager and general stage-king and contriver ; being expert at this, if at anything. And these beautiful Theatricals had begun weeks ago, and still lasted many weeks; '—with such divine consultings, directings, even orderings of the brilliant Royalties concerned.—Duvernet (probably on D'Arget's authority) informs us that 'once, in one of the inter-acts, finding the soldiers allowed him for Pretorian Guards not to understand their business here/ not here, as they did at Hohenfriedberg and elsewhere, 'Voltaire shrilled volcanically out to them (happily unintelligible): "F—, Devil take it, I asked for men; and they have sent me Germans (J'ui demande des hommes, et ton m'envoie des Allemands)!" At which the Princesses were good-natured enough to burst into laughter.'s Voltaire continues : 'There is an English Ambassador here who knows Cicero's Orations In Catilinam by heart;' an excellent Etonian, surely. ' It is not Milord Tyrconnel' (blusterous Irish Jacobite, our Ambassador, note him, fat Valori having been recalled); no, 'it is the Envoy from England,' Excellency Hanbury himself, who knows his Cicero by heart. 'He has sent me some fine Verses on Rome Sauvte; he says it is my best work. It is a Piece appropriate for Ministerial people ; Madame la Chanceliero,' Cocceji's better half, 'is well pleased with it.'3 And then'—But enough.
In Princess Amelia's Antechamber, there or in other celestial places, in Palace after Palace, it goes on. Gaiety succeeding gaiety; mere Princesses and Princes doing parts; in Home Sauvee, and in masterpieces of Voltaire's, Voltaire himself acting Cicero and elderly characters, Lusiynan and the like. Excellent in acting, say the witnesses; superlative, for certain, as Preceptor of the art,—though impatient now and then. And wears such Jewel-ornaments (borrowed partly from a Hebrew, of whom anon), such magnificence of tasteful dress;—and walks his minuet among the Morning Stars. Not to mention the Suppers of the King : chosen circle, with the King for centre; a radiant Priedrich flashing-out to right and left, till all kindles into coruscation round him ; and it is such a blaze of spiritual sheet-lightnings,—wonderful to think of; Voltaire especially electric. Never, or seldom, were seen such suppers ;
1 Rodenbeck, ' August—October ' 1750. * Duvernet (Second), p. 162,—time probably ijth October. 1 CEuvrts, Ixxiv. (Letters, to the D'Argentals and Denis, ' aoth August—23d September 1750'), pp. 187, 219, 231, etc. etc.